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Touch is a very strong sense. We all need touching
is a form of closeness. We are even told that mg
babies and small children suffer from the lack
sufficient touching. T h
per sonal feelings for o]
adequate touching. We are talking about the posit
form of touching, define
a positive way); moving
does touching (emotional and physical) play in o
church, and in our Christian lives? As we come togett

as members of this worshiping body we call Communit

of Joy Lutheran Church, | invite each of us to reflect ¢
the power of touch and the following writing (the authc
is unknown, but the writing certainly reflects though
and feelings that many of us have or have had):

What is all this touching in church? It used to be that
person could come to church and sit in a pew and not
bothered by all of this friendliness, and certainly not k
touching others. | used to come to church and lea
untouched. Now, I have
expected of me. | have to worry about responding to
person sitting next to me. Oh, | wish it could be the w
it used to be; | could just ask the person sitting next
me , AHow are you?o0 And
i Oh, just fine. O And we
who have known each other for twenty years. But now
pastor asks us to | ook a
t hat hurt l ook |1 saw in
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o Wpgeh begayse the fladyyngxy to e |criefl and then

o apologized and said it was because | was so kind and

ecthit shgeneeded a friend right now. Now | have to get

t iRvaled. WNow | aye to suffger whenyjhe community

r suffers. Now | have to be more than a person coming to
observe a service. That meé

T rnove How thuchBl touched hisAlife.g Allll di® was shifea t

verand tell him | understood what it was like to be lonely.

ouehed IBYN ddte bdegVvielnbudgk no.
stretching scares me! What if | disappoint somebody?

What i f 1 é&d&m too pushy? Wh &
nyif somebody ignores me?

f Peace of God be with you a
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d seared. O fkogck qe@qgetbesyql%me{ You toushhimet Lprd, n
t &0 thakl gan dopch and beptughede Saythat | pan gare

,r and be cared for. So that | can share my life with all
erthose others that belong to you! All this touching in
ychurch Lord, itods changing

N Letds realize that l oving
I mind, and strength, and loving our neighbors as
S ourselves involves touching. Be ready to touch. Be

ready to be touched. May the presence and touch of our

a Lord Jesus Christ be real for each of you every day.
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