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 Merry New Beginnings 

The weeks following New Year’s Day has historically been my time for deep reflection.  It is the one 
time of the year that my thoughts run on “beginnings and endings.” The book of Revelation begins 
by calling Jesus the alpha and omega, the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, the begin-
ning, and the end – which prompts me to observe, every year, that, while the church’s lunatic 
fringe always gloms onto the message in this book that ‘THE END IS NEAR!’, what scripture really 
suggests is that the beginning is always happening. This provokes some heavy thoughts.  

As many of you have come to know, I aspire not to be one of “those people” who dwell in the past 
and therefore dig in their heels against new beginnings. But – full disclosure: I’ve been dwelling in 
the past since I was a young teenager.  I grew up in a community that was known for its past – 
historical and religious – celebrating the old and not cherishing the rite of change (neither social 
nor religious). My whole upbringing centered around who and what you came from and how you 
were going to continue to enjoy these old ways in who you become.    

I now live in an even-changing community that relishes the old and glorifies it beyond its true reali-
ty. It’s like the eye of the storm – all around changes is happening but, in my center, things contin-
ue as they have always been!!!!   

But the beginning that is always happening for us Christians is not the kind that requires us to jetti-
son our past. Resurrection isn’t the kind of renovation that tears out all the old and replaces it with 
the new, for the sake of the new. It’s rather like a reconstruction that cherishes the old stuff even 
while it’s reconfiguring it for a new life. We aren’t resurrected into life that represents a complete 
break with what we were before; we not only continue to be who we once were, we become even 
more who we really are, with the rough edges smoothed off and the anxieties, fears and quirks that 
kept us from being ‘ourselves’ – at least our best selves – folded into God’s love for us.  

It’s a transformation that is not without pain – resurrection is always preceded by a death of some 
kind. But the pain is the pain of growth and stretching, not the suffocating pain of staying stuck 
where we are in the spiritual straitjackets, we make for ourselves when we leave God out of our 
lives. When we let the ‘new thing’ that is resurrection in, the horizons widen, the spaces open out, 
and the person we were opens too, to welcome in the changes and challenges that our past may 
have caused us to reject as too hard, too complex, too threatening.  

Let each one of us accept the Lord’s invitation of this year – to join the resurrected Lord in his pro-
ject of making the whole creation, including us, new. A new community of people who in joyous 
praise try to join him in fellowship with other Christians celebrating a new beginning– or at least 
not fight it too hard!  

Happy New Year and Merry New Beginnings!  Fr. Bruce.  
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General Fund Contributions 

Comparative for December 
 

2021             $  14,301 

 

                     2022             $  10,411 

 

             Change in 2022:   $ ( 3,890)* 
 

*A number in () is an unfavorable variance 

Treasurer's Report 

December, 2022 
 

   Current Month Only 

     Budgeted Expense $ 11,467   

     Actual Expense $ 10,451   

     Actual Income $ 10,413  

     Difference $      (38)* 

------------------------------------------------------ 

       YTD Through End of Current Month 

    Budgeted Expense YTD $ 137,600   

    Budgeted Income YTD     $ 167,550     

    Actual Expense YTD $ 144,302* 

    Actual Income YTD            $ 147,946   

    Difference YTD  $     3,644* 
 

  * A number in () is an unfavorable variance 

** Included in “Actual Expense YTD” is      
$13,200 which represents a “set aside” of:    

  - $350 per month as a contingency for future 
significant repairs, replacements, and unex-
pected emergencies regarding CJOY’s 
building and facilities; and     

  - $750 per month for future expenses related 
to current new pastor call. 

Please contact Don Gohr with any questions. 

Dear members and friends at Community of 

Joy Lutheran Church, 

Imagine my surprise when I recently opened an 

envelope and received a monetary gift for 

Christmas. 

Thank you so much for your generosity!  

Your continued support has been, and contin-

ues to be, so helpful. I can’t thank you enough! 

I appreciate it more than you realize. 

I am blessed by your kindness!  

                     Eileen Miller 

Bear one another’s burdens, and in this 
way you will fulfill the law of 
Christ (Galatians 6:2, NRSV). 
Stephen Ministry offers a 
proven and effective way to 
organize, equip, and super-
vise a team of congregation 
members—called Stephen 
Ministers—to provide high-quality, one-to-
one, Christ-centered care to people in the 
congregation and the community experi-
encing life difficulties. 

 
Who’s Involved in Stephen Ministry? 

 
Stephen Leaders are church staff, lay lead-
ers, and pastors trained to provide ongoing 
leadership for their congregation’s Stephen 
Ministry. They are equipped for this key 
role through the Bridge Leader’s Training 
Course offered by Stephen Ministries St. 
Louis. 
 
A series of training sessions will begin 
February 13 from 9-11 at Christ Lu-
theran’s Fellowship Hall. If YOU feel 
called to this ministry, please consider at-
tending the sessions.  
 
Contact Eileen Miller and/or Fr. Bruce for 
more information. 

What Is Stephen Ministry? 
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Evangelism Challenge: 

RANDOM ACTS OF 

KINDNESS 

Call or write to a 

friend or family mem-

ber you haven’t heard 

from in a while to 

make sure they’re 

doing well.  

Moonyean Smarzinski  February 3 

Kathi Mielke    February 11 

Peggy Farnsworth   February 12 

Ray Ice    February 12 

Bruce Limozaine   February 13 

Wanda Lassiter   February 25 

Doris Harder    February 26 

Marcia Underwood   February 26 

Phyllis Ekstrand   February 27 

Women of Joy 

 

Valentine's Day is approaching so I decorated 
our house with hearts I have collected over the 
years.  Hearts have long been the symbol of 
love.  The Bible mentions our heart several 
times.  It says to be pure in heart, to guard 
your heart, to have a happy heart and a heart 
at peace.  And we are told to "Love the Lord 
your God from your whole heart....." in several 
verses.     

Our next Women of Joy meeting will be held on 
February 21 at 9:00.  The speaker will be Sarah 
Richardson from the Literacy Council of Garland 
County.  This is a nonprofit adult education or-
ganization providing free tutoring for any adult 
that needs to improve their writing or math 
skills or to learn English.  They offer one on one 
and small group tutoring. 

There will also be a fun trivia quiz with a theme 
appropriate for the month of February.  All la-
dies are invited to attend. 

Happy Valentine's Day and I hope love and joy 
come to you this month and all the months to 
come. 

Dianne 

Lee & Mary Cordes   February 7   63yrs 

Food Pantry needs for 

February… 

16 oz Peanut butter 

18 oz Jelly 
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Lent 2023 

      Lent begins this 
year on Feb. 22nd 
with Ash Wednesday 
services.  The rest of 
the Wednesdays in 
Lent will have a quiet, 
lay-lead scripture and 
prayer service.  All the 
Lenten services this 
year will begin at 4:00 
p.m. to allow those 
who do not like to 
drive in the dark to 

come.  Christ Lutheran has been invited to 
join us for these services.  The Worship and 
Music committee is looking for people willing 
to lead one of the Wednesday services during 
Lent.  If you would like to serve in this way, 
please contact Karen Sterzik or Father Bruce 
to be put on the schedule.  Please help spread 
the word that the Lenten services this year 
will be at 4:00 p.m. not 5:00 p.m. as in the 
past.  Invite a friend to come with you.  
Please note that the Ash Wednesday Service 
will include communion and imposition of ash-
es as in the past.   

Dear Community of Joy Friends, 

  

My sincerest “Thank You” for your 
most generous monetary gift I re-
ceived for Christmas! I have been 
very blessed to be part of this ex-
traordinary congregation and again 
my thanks to you! 

  

With Blessings, 

Sheryl Pierce 

Book Club will meet on Wednesday,  
February 15th at 10am. 

 
We will continue with our study on the 
book “Do What You Have the Power to 
Do” and will be discussing chapter 5. Je-
sus’ compassion was never limited or 
confined to purity laws or any of the 
‘levitical laws’ for that matter. His com-
passion encircled those who suffered, 
whether male or female, and whether at 
the top of the social/religious ladder or 
buried underneath the foothold of injus-
tice.  
 
Please consider joining us as we delve in-
to a story describing His compassion and 
His going once again against the ‘norms’ 
of Jewish society.  
 
You do NOT have to have read the book 
to attend. Please contact Annie Hatesohl, 
785-630-0195, if you have any ques-
tions. 

Feb. 26th Love Lunches 

      Community of Joy’s first Love Lunches service 

opportunity for 2023 will occur on Sunday, Feb. 

26th.  When we served in December, we had many 

requests for socks.  If you have an opportunity in 

the next month, please pick up some socks and 

place in the bin at church for Love Lunches distri-

bution.  Thank you.  If you would like to join us in 

this service project, please contact Karen Sterzik 

to be added to the crew list.  We are scheduled to 

serve 7 times in 2023, as well as being on the sub 

list, so extra crew members are always a blessing.  

Thank you again for your continued support of this 

important mission to the hungry and homeless in 

Hot Springs.   

      We will need 4 cookie bakers willing to make 4 
dozen cookies for the lunches on Feb. 26th.  Please 
contact Karen Sterzik if you are willing to bake 
cookies this time.   
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Missions Money Disbursement 2022 

At the Missions Committee meeting on November 2, 2022, the following disbursements from funds were 

agreed upon: 

Dollars of Joy Grant Money--$3300 

1. Faith Fellowship Food Pantry--$700, for purchase of a new refrigerator. 

2. Potter’s Clay--$500, purpose undesignated. 

3. Hope Movement--$500, purchase of new dishwasher. 

4. Tiny Angel Gowns--$500, purchase of miscellaneous supplies. 

5. FOCUS--$500, teaching aides and space rental costs. 

6. SCAT—$500, purchase software for scheduling, routing. 

Remaining Missions Committee Remaining Funds--$3995 

1. Cooper Anthony Mercy Child Advocacy Center--$1,000, Christmas Gifts, Baskets 

2. The Call of Garland County--$500, Replacement Shelving 

3. Project Hope Food Bank—Total: $1,000 

       A.) Prince of Peace Food Bank—Purchase of Food 

   B.) Samaritan Ministries—Purchase food for individuals they serve. 

     4.  SOZO--$500, Transportation of Clients 

     5.  Mountain Pine and Jessieville Shoe Fund--$1,000--Matching Fund from Golf Event Monies 

Additional Monies Disbursed in 2022 

January:  Oaks Indian Mission--$700 from 2021 Angel Tree 

     Cooper Anthony Mercy Child Advocacy Center--$875 Advent/Christmas Offering 

March:     Pathway of Hope Salvation Army-$500 from Missions Money Programming 

June:       Project Hope Food Bank--$500 Lenten Offering 

August: 

Pastor and Mrs. Bob Benke--$1000 ($500 Missions Budgeted Monies, $500 Private Matching Fund) 

Faith Fellowship Food Pantry--$500 to help fund replacement of Compressor for large freezer. 

January bought lots of fun and laughter 

as we shared a meal at El Jimador.  

There were 12 of us attending.  If you 

are looking for a great group of people to 

have fun with, then consider joining us.  

Our next meal will be shared at Home 

Plate on February, 8 at 3:30pm.  If you 

have any questions please give me a 

call… 

Sally Johnson  

501-922-3848 



 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 

 

  

 

1 

 

2 3 4 

4pm Retirement 

Party for Sheryl 

Pierce 

Coffee 4:30 pm 

Worship 5:00 pm 

5 

 

 

Coffee 8:45 am 

Worship 9:15 am 

6 

Game Day         

1-4pm 

3pm 

Property  
Committee 

7 

9:30am-12:30pm 
Mahjong 

 
 

1 pm 
Worship & Music 

8 

 

9 10 11 

 

 

Coffee 4:30 pm 

Worship 5:00 pm 

12 

 

 

Coffee 8:45 am 

Worship 9:15 am 

13 

 
12:30-3:30pm 

Mahjong 
 

 

14 

9am Finance 

10am Council 

15 

10am 

 Book Club 

 

16 

2pm SCAT Board 

Meeting 

17 18 

 

 

 

Coffee 4:30 pm 

Worship 5:00 pm 

19 

 

 

 

Coffee 8:45 am 

Worship 9:15 am 

20 

 

12:30-3:30pm 
Mahjong 

21 

 

 

 

22 

 

4pm 

 Ash Wednesday 

Service 

23 24 25 

 

 

Coffee 4:30 pm 

Worship 5:00 pm 

 

26 

LOVE LUNCHES 

 

Coffee 8:45 am 

Worship 9:15 am 

27 28 

 

9:30am-12:30pm 
Mahjong 

 

 

    

   February 2023 
Office Hours 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, 

Friday 

10:00 - 2:00 

 501-915-9569 

Community of Joy Lutheran Church 
110 Balboa Road 
Hot Springs Village, AR 71909 


